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POLLOWING SENT ACTION NEW DELHI INEO BOMBAY, CALCUTTA AND 
COLOMBO PROM MADRAS FEB 12, 1976 REPEATED POR YOU 

QUOTE 
MADRAS 290 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUBJECT: S. RAMACHANDRAN, PORMER DMK MINISTER, CALLS FOR KAR- 
UNANIDHI TO STEP DOWN OR BE SUSPENDED PROM DMK PRESIDENCY 

1. S. RAMACHANDRAN, MINISTER POR LOCAL ADMINISTRATION IN THE 
DISMISSED DMK MINISTRY, STATED PEBRUARY 1 1 THAT A "SIZEABLE 
SECTION" OF THE MEMBERS OP THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE DMK WAS 
OP THE VIEW THAT FORMER DMK MINISTER AND DMK PREWIDENT KAR- 
UNANIEZI AND OTHER PORMER DMK MINISTERS PACING CORRUPTION 
CHARGES SHOULD RELINGUISH THEIR POSITIONS IN THE PARTY, UNTIL 
THEY ARE PROVED INNOCENT "TO PREVENT THE DMK PROM DISINTEGRATING." 
HE SAID THE DMK’S RANK AND PILE WERE "DEMORALIZED" AFTER THE 
FALL OF THE DMK MINISTRY AND INSTITUTION OP INQUIRY INTO THE 
CORRUPTION CHARGES. "IP KARUNANIDHI AND OTHER PORMER MINISTERS 
DO NOT COME PORWARD VOLUNTARILY TO MAKE THIS SACRIPICE," RAM- 
ACHANDRAN STATED, GENERAL SECRETARY OP THE DMK (FORMER 
EDUCATION MINISTER V.R. NEDUNCHEZHIAN) SHOULD ACT BOLDLY AND 
DECISIVELY BY SUSPENDING ALL THOSE WHO ARE NOW SUBJECTED TO 
INQUIRY PROM THEIR POSITIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE PARTY." 
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RAMACHANDRAN SAID THAT NONE OP THE GOVERNMENT DECISIONS AND 
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ACTIONS CITED IN THE 27 CHARGES LISTED FOR ENQUIRY (IN THE GOV- 
ERNOR'S REPORT) HAD BEEN PLACED BEFORE THE DMK CABINET. NOR WERE 
THE CHARGES LEVELLED AS EARLY AS 1972 BY THE ADMK AND THE CPI 
EVER RAISED IN THE PARTY EORUM. "NO INDIVIDUAL, HOWEVER GREAT 
HE MAY BE, CAN EVER BE MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE DMK, WHICH HAD 
BEEN BUILT WITH THE BLOOD AND TEARS OF PARTYMEN," HE ADDED. 
RAMACHANDRAN, WHO IS A MEMBER OF THE DMK GANERAL COUNCIL AND 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, DECLARED THAT HE HAD NO INTENTION OF QUITING 
THE DMK AND JOINING ANY OTHER PARTY. 

2. WE ARE RELIABLY INFORMED THAT WHEN NEWSMEN APPROACHED DMK 
GENERAL SECRETARY NEDUNCHEZHIAN LAST EVENING FOR HIS COMMENTS 
ON RAMACHANDRAN'S STATEMENT, NEDUNCHEZHIAN SAID HE BELIEVED THAT 
THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE DMK WAS THE PROPER EORUM IN WHICH TO 
MAKE SUCH PROPOSALS AND THE GENERAL COUNCIL WAS THE PROPER BODY 
TO MAKE A DECISION ON THE MATTER. BUT IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE, 

HE SAID, FOR THE GENERAL COUNCIL TO HAVE AN EARLY MEETING ON THE 
ISSUE BECAUSE MANU OF ITS MEMBERS WERE UNDER ARREST. (NONE OF 
THIS WAS REPORTED IN THE PRESS.) 

3. RAMACHANDRAN IS THE FIRST RANKING DMK LEADER TO OPENLY 
DEMAND ACTION AGAINST KARUNANICHI AND HIS COLLEAGUES WHO ARE 
FACING CORRUPTION CHARGES. RELATIONS BETWEEN KARUNANIDHI AND 
RAMACHANDRAN, A WELL-EDUCATED, BRIGHT YOUNG ENGINEER, HAVE 
NOT BEEN CORDIAL, AND WHEN KARUNANIDHI RESHUEFLED MINISTERIAL 
PORTFOLIOS IN SEPTEMBER 1975, RAMACHANDRAN WAS SHIFTED FROM 
TRANSPORT TO THE MINOR PROTEOLIO OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATION. 
KARUNANIDHI HAD REJECTED SIMILAR DEMANDS THAT HE STEP DOWN 
AT THE TIME OF THE DMK- ADMK SPLIT IN 1972 AND WHEN THE DMK LOST 
SEVERAL BY-ELECTIONS IN 1974. THE ADMK HAS IN THE PAST DEMANDED 
THE REMOVAL OF KARUNANIDHI FROM THE CHIEF MINISTERSHIP AND THE 
PRESIDENCY OF THE DMK AS THE PRICE OF ITS RECONSILIATION WITH 
THE DMK. 

4. RAMACHANDRAN'S PROPOSAL MAY HAVE GROWING APPEAL TO THE OLD 
LINE ELEMENTS OF THE DRA VIDIAN MOVEMENT IN BOTH THE DMK AND 
ADMK. THE SPATE OF RESIGNATIONS FORM THE DMK, EVEN THROUGH LARGELY 
DUE TO POLICE COERCION, AND THE OPEN WARNINGS BY CONGRESS LEADERS 
AGAINST ABQITTING DMK DMCEIRYRS INTO THE CONGRESS, APPEAR TO 

BE CAUSING SOME CONCERN TO MEN WHO MATTER IN THE DMK. THERE IS 
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ALSO SOME APPREHENSION IN THE ADMK THAT, DESPITE RNI SUPPORT TO 
MRL. GANDHI, IT MAY END UP OUT IN THE COLD IF THE REUNITED CONGRESS 
BELIEVES IT CAN DO WITHOUT THE ADMK AND MAY COME TO SHARE THE 
FATE OF THE DMK UNDER PRESIDENT'S RULE. WHILE WE DO NOT EORESEE 
AN EARLY RECONCILIATION OF THE ADMK WITH THE DMK EVEN IF KAR- 
UNANIDHI STEPPED DOWNCBECAUSE THE ADMK IS STILL HOPING FOR 
A COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP, INCLUDING AN ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENT, 
WITH THE CONGRESS), THOSE DMK LEADERS WHO ARE UNTARNISHED BY 
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CORRUPTION AND OTHER CHARGES MAY BEGIN ASSERTING THEMSELVES FOR 

A CHANGE IN PARTY LEADERSHIP IN ORDER TO SAVE THE PARTY FROM 

FURTHER DISINTEGRATION. SIGNED EAVES 

UNQUOTE 

SAXBE 
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